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Freight Industry Forfeits Nearly $4M
Annually to Bad Weather, FHWA Says

T he freight industry in 13 U.S. cities loses nearly $4
million annually to delays and slower speeds stem-
ming from weather such as high winds, flooding

and ice, the FHWA reported.
The Federal Highway Administration’s Road

Weather Management Program reported that bad
weather causes as much as 23 percent of the nation’s
road delays. Modifications to an earlier report were re-
leased on July 18 and showed that bad weather was
slowing speed, increasing traffic congestion and that
significant delays continue to burden the freight indus-
try and commercial motor vehicles—primarily freight
trucks.

A majority of the industry’s speed decreases and ris-
ing costs are caused by heavy ice and snow, dense fog,
flash floods, high-volume wind, excessive rain and ex-
treme temperatures, the report found. Data modifica-
tions to the original report, released in February,
showed winter weather accounted for more than half,
or 56 percent, of lost time.

Weather-related delays often cause shipping costs to
skyrocket and interfere with the accuracy of travel time
and freight delivery predictions, the report said.

The report made no mention of worsening condi-
tions, but did point to a need for safety and service mea-
sures such as added fog lights and more robust weather
predictions to mitigate industry losses.

Examining Sample of Cities. The analysis was based
upon weather-related data included in the National
Storm Events Database.

Commercial motor vehicles comprise the biggest
mode of freight transportation and bring in as much as
$600 billion of U.S. gross domestic product a year, ac-
cording to the administration.

The project was a follow-up of a similar study con-
ducted in 2012 that initially estimated weather-related
delays to cost the industry as a whole up to $9 billion a
year nationally. The report said the first study did not
provide enough temporal and geographic detail to pro-
vide an accurate national estimate.

The 13 cities chosen to participate in the FHWA study
were Atlanta; Chicago; Columbus, Ohio; Denver; Lake
Tahoe, Calif.; Lexington; Ky.; Newark, N.J.; Oklahoma
City; Pittsburgh; Raleigh, N.C.; Rapid City; S.D.; Salt
Lake City and Seattle.

‘‘These responses highlighted the importance of this
analysis in promoting the need for investment in
weather-related maintenance and traffic management
activities, improved surface weather condition data, im-
proved weather-forecasting, and the dissemination of
readily available real-time data oriented toward the
freight industry,’’ the report said.

The FHWA, however, said a true national estimate
would be difficult to find due to the variability of freight
flowing throughout the different regions in the U.S.

The agency concluded the report by suggesting fu-
ture development of ‘‘national weather zones,’’ to com-
plete a new study based on delay and exposure factors
applied to highways within those zones.

To contact the reporter on this story: Steff Thomas in
Washington at sthomas_ic@bna.com

To contact the editor responsible for this story:
Heather Rothman at hrothman@bna.com

To view the original report and updates: http://
src.bna.com/gUp
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